
 

 

 

MICHAEL (CORINNE) WEST 
 

BIOGRAPHY 

1908  Born in Chicago, Ill. 

1991  Died in New York City 

 

EDUCATION 

1927–30 Cincinnati Art Academy, Ohio 

1932–35 The Art Students League of New York, N.Y. 

 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

1935  Corinne West, Rochester Art Club, Art Center, Rochester, N.Y. 

1957  Michael West: Paintings, Uptown Galleries, New York.  

1957–58  Michael West, The Domino Gallery, Washington, D.C.  

1963  Paintings By: Michael West, Granite Galleries, Inc., New York.  

1966  Michael West: Recent Paintings, Imaginary Art, Inc., New York.  

1978  Michael West: Abstract Expressionism, Womanart Gallery, New York. 

1996 Michael West: Painter-Poet, Pollock-Krasner House and Study Center, East Hampton, 

N.Y.  

1999 Michael West: Automatic Paintings, The Abstract Expressionist Works, 123 Watts 

Gallery, New York.  

2010 Michael West: Paintings from the Forties to the Eighties, Art Resource Group, Newport 

Beach, Calif. 

2016  Michael West: Mysticism, Taylor | Graham, New York.  

2018 Michael West: The Black and White Paintings, Mark Borghi Fine Art, Inc., New York.  

2019  Space Poetry: The Action Paintings of Michael West, Hollis Taggart, New York. 

2020 Michael West: We Come Alive and Dream, Hollis Taggart, New York. (Online Viewing 

Room) 

2021 Epilogue: Michael West’s Monochrome Climax, Hollis Taggart, New York. 

2022 Bold Marks: The Drawings of Michael West, Hollis Taggart, New York. 

 

GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

1935 22nd Annual Exhibition of the Work of Artists and Craftsmen of Rochester, Memorial Art 

Gallery, Rochester, N.Y. 



 

 

 

1939  The Rochester-Finger Lakes Exhibition, Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, N.Y. 

1941  The Rochester-Finger Lakes Exhibition, Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, N.Y. 

1942  The Rochester-Finger Lakes Exhibition, Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, N.Y. 

1943  The Rochester-Finger Lakes Exhibition, Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, N.Y. 

1945  Pinacotheca, New York.  

1948   Rose Fried Gallery, New York. 

1953   2nd Annual Exhibition of Painting and Sculpture, Stable Gallery, New York. 

1965  American and Other Modern Paintings, Watercolors, Drawings, Sculptures, Parke-Bernet 

Galleries, Inc., New York.  

1976  22nd International American Revolution Bicentennial 1776–1976 Exhibition, Galerie 

Internationale, New York.  

1978   Dialogues, Womanart Galleries, New York.  

Works & Words, Womanart Galleries, New York. 

Second Anniversary Show: Best of '78, Womanart Gallery, New York. 

1979   Drawing & New Drawing, Womanart Gallery, New York, N.Y.  

1996  Other Artists of the ’50s, Miami-Dade Community College, Kendall Campus Art Gallery, 

Miami, Fla. 

2001  Second to None: Six Artists of New York School, Thomas McCormick Gallery, Chicago.   

2005  Rapt in the New York School: The Art of Corinne Michael West and William Douglas 

McGee, The Studio, Armonk, N.Y.  

2007–08  Suitcase Paintings: Small Scale Abstract Expressionism, The Georgia Museum of Art, 

Athens, Ga. Traveled to Ball State University Museum of Art, Muncie, Ind.; Greenville 

County Museum of Art, S.C.; Loyola University Museum of Art, Chicago; Sydney Mishkin 

Gallery, Baruch College, New York; and Utah Museum of Fine Art, Salt Lake City.  

2008  Beyond the Cannon: Small Scale American Abstraction, Robert Miller Gallery, New York. 

The Movement of Abstract-Expressionism, Borghi Fine Art, Englewood, N.J.  

2009  Modern Women, Madron Gallery, Chicago. 

2011–12  Painterly Abstraction, Spheres of AbEx, Heather James Fine Art, Palm Desert, Calif. 

2015   Her Work, McCormick Gallery, Chicago. 

Red Enigma, Scape Gallery, Corona Del Mar, Calif. 

The Hans Hofmann School, Heather James Fine Art, Palm Desert, Calif. 

2017 Advanced and Irascible: Abstract Expressionism from the Collection of Jeanne and Carroll 

Berry, The Georgia Museum of Art, Athens, Ga. 

In the Absence of Color: Artists Working in Black and White, Hollis Taggart, New York. 

Post-War Highlights, Hollis Taggart, New York.  



 

 

 

2018   Important Women of Abstract Expressionism, Sky Gallery, Boca Raton, Fla.  

Gallery Selections, Hollis Taggart, New York. 

Summer Selections, Hollis Taggart, New York. 

August Spotlight: Postwar Abstraction, Taylor | Graham, New York.  

Compendium, Mark Borghi Fine Art, Bridgehampton, N.Y.  

2018 Masters Exhibit, Mid-Century Abstraction: The American Vanguard, Sager Braudis 

Gallery, Columbia, Mo. 

2018–19  A Gesture of Conviction: Women of Abstract Expressionism, Works from the 1950s 

and ’60s, Setareh Gallery, Düsseldorf, Germany.  

2019   Recent Post-War Acquisitions, Hollis Taggart, New York.  

Summer Selections, Hollis Taggart, New York. 

Montauk Highway III: Postwar Abstraction in The Hamptons, Eric Firestone Gallery, East 

Hampton, N.Y.  

Heroines of Abstract Expressionism, Fenimore Art Museum, Cooperstown, N.Y. 

Postwar Women, Art Students League of New York, New York. 

She/Her: A New Look at a History of Art Since 1900, Heather James Fine Art, San 

Francisco, Calif. 

2019–20 Jackson Hole: Highlights from 1900 to Today, Heather James Fine Art, Jackson Hole, 

Wyo. 

2020 Alan Wolfson: Brooklyn Elevated and Highlights from our New Acquisitions, Hollis 

Taggart, New York. 

Abstract Expressionist Women, Heather James Fine Art, Palm Desert, Calif. 

 Abstract Expressionism: Visions of the Sublime, Heather James Fine Art, Montecito, Calif. 

 Remix, Hollis Taggart, Southport, Conn. 

2020–21 Heroines of Abstract Expressionism and FEM, Nassau County Museum of Art, The 

Mansion, Roslyn Harbor, N.Y. 

2022 Brushed Up: Postwar Abstraction from Front Range Collections, University of Denver, 

Vicki Myhren Gallery, Denver, Colo. 

 Women and the Void: Abstract Expressionism on Paper, Huxley-Parlour Gallery, London, 

United Kingdom. 

 9th Street and Beyond: 70 Years of Women in Abstraction, Hunter | Dunbar Projects, 

New York. 

 Ruminations, Gazelli Art House, London, United Kingdom. 

 SELECTIONS, Hunter | Dunbar Projects, New York. 



 

 

 

2023 Heroines of the Abstract Expressionist Era: From The New York School to The Hamptons, 

Southampton Arts Center, Southampton, N.Y. 

Connecticut Modern: Art, Style, and the Avant-Garde, 1930–60, Bruce Museum, 

Greenwich, Conn. 

Her Forms: Celebrating femininity through diverse artistic expressions, Gazelli Art House, 

London, United Kingdom. 

Of the Past and Present: Estates and Contemporary Artists at Hollis Taggart, Hollis 

Taggart, New York. 

Action, Gesture, Paint: Women Artists and Global Abstraction 1940–70, Whitechapel 

Gallery, London, United Kingdom. 

The Laughing Torso, Marlborough, Frieze Masters, London, United Kingdom. 

2024 Dynamic Rhythm: Geometric Abstraction from the 1950s to the Present, Hollis Taggart, 

New York. 

This Isn't Who It Would Be, If It Wasn't Who It Is, Casey Kaplan, New York. 

Changes: Paintings from the 1970s, Hollis Taggart, New York. 

Montage, Gazelli Art House, London, United Kingdom. 

 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Master’s Thesis 

Richmond, Patricia. “Michael West’s Paintings from the 1940s and 1950s.” Master’s thesis, George 

Washington University, 1995. 

 

Catalogue Essays 

1957 Mills, Clark. Michael West Paintings. New York: Voyages Press for Uptown Galleries, 
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Femmes Artistes du Musée de Mougins, France 

Georgia Museum of Art, Athens, Ga. 

Krannert Art Museum, Champaign, Ill. 

The Rockwell Museum, Corning, N.Y. 

The Westmoreland Museum of American Art, Greensburg, Pa. 

Wen Long Cultural Foundation, Tainan City, Taiwan 


